
Peace Corps Cambodia
“promoting world peace and friendship”

WHAT IS PEACE CORPS?

U.S. President John F. Kennedy established the Peace Corps in 1961 to 
promote world peace and friendship.  The goals of the Peace Corps are 
to build the capacity of men and women in interested countries and to 
promote mutual understanding between the United States of America and 
other countries.  In 2011, the Peace Corps celebrated its 50th anniversary.  
Since 1961, more than 225,000 volunteers have served in 141 countries. 

 f After two months of intensive language, culture and technical training, 

Peace Corps Volunteers live with host families in the rural villages and 

communities where they work for two years.

 f Living with a family helps Volunteers integrate into the community in 

which they work, study local culture and traditions and learn to speak 

Khmer.

 f Each Volunteer is paired with a counterpart of community partner 

in their respective programmatic area. Education volunteers are 

paired with fellow teachers or school directors. Health volunteers are 

paired with rural health center directors, midwives or village health 

volunteers.

 f Volunteers also lead activities related to environmental education, art, 

sports, traffic safety, gardening, and youth leadership development.

HOW WE WORK
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Former Peace Corps Director, Carrie Hessler-Radelet meets with  H.E. Dr. Hang Chuon Naron, Minister of Education, Youth and Sport.

Former Peace Corps Director, Carrie Hessler-Radelet  meets with  H.E Dr. Mam Bunheng, Minister of Health.

President  John F. Kennedy greets volunteers on August 28, 1961.President John F. Kennedy and Peace Corps Director Sargent Shriver 
greet departing Tanganyika and Ghana Peace Corps Volunteers in 
the Oval Office.

Peace Corps Cambodia currently has two technical projects: English Teaching 
and Teacher Training, and Community Health Education.  Volunteers:

 f Prepare lessons and co-teach classes. 
 f Prepare and deliver training sessions
 f Develop teaching materials
 f Facilitate learning groups
 f Participate in extracurricular activities
 f Organize English speaking clubs
 f Model evaluation techniques
 f Participate in community development
 f Promote better knowledge of maternal & child health and nutrition 

practices
 f Promote ante-natal/post-natal care (ANC) checkup
 f Raise awareness of preventive measures against non-communicable 

diseases (NCDs)
 f Promote better knowledge of reproductive health and safe sexual 

behavior
 f Promote better knowledge of, and practice new skills for water, 

sanitation and hygiene practices
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Projects  English Teaching and Teacher Training
  Community Health Education

Years in Cambodia    11

Volunteers have served    502

Current Serving Volunteers                        127
(As of 15-Sept-2017)

Length of Service     2 years

Gender                             Female: 60% 
                                 Male: 40%

PEACE CORPS’ GOALS
The Peace Corps promotes world peace and friendship by fulfilling 
three goals:

To help the people of interested countries in meeting their need for 
trained men and women.

To help promote a better understanding of Americans on the part of the 
peoples served.

To help promote a better understanding of other peoples on the part of 
Americans.
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Map illustrates the provinces
where Peace Corps Cambodia 

Volunteers have served since the program opened in 2007.

ENGLISH TEACHING AND TEACHER TRAINING (ETTT)
The English Teaching and Teacher Training Project has been cooperating 
with the Ministry of Education, Youth, and Sport in Cambodia since 2007. The 
project has worked to develop the English language and critical thinking skills 
of Cambodian students, teachers and community members to help them gain 
access to personal, professional, and academic opportunities. 

Volunteers teach at Upper and Lower Secondary Schools and Teacher Training 
Centers. As requested by the Ministry of Education, Volunteers co-teach with 
a Cambodian national teacher. This practice benefits not only the students 
but also enhances the Cambodian teachers’ language capacity and builds 
their technical classroom skills. By teaching alongside a Cambodian teacher, 
Volunteers can share modern teaching practices, help design and deliver 
lessons, build communicative English language skills and introduce effective 
classroom management techniques. Volunteers also develop and enhance 
teaching and learning resources for the classroom   including introduction of 
new technologies.

SUCCESS OF ETTT PROGRAM in 2016

Glynn Pogue teaches her primary school students.

 S 7,310 students demonstrated improved English proficiency based on class 
content through formal or informal assessments.

 S 5,313 students demonstrated increased confidence or motivation by 
participation in a class, club, or camps.

 S 2,727 students demonstrated leadership in or out of the classroom through 
activities like peer teaching, coaching, or homework help.

 S 3,115 students gained access to more reading materials or were better able 
to use and access electronic resources due to the creation or expansion of a 
school library or computer center.

 S 549 teacher trainees improve their English skills by at least 10% as measured 
by formal assessments.

 S 203 teacher trainees create, improve, or manage items such as posters; 
handouts; lesson plans; or other materials that support classroom learning.

 S 286 teacher trainees increased their use of gender equitable classroom 
practices.
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Matthew Thielker offers health care education in Kampot province.

COMMUNITY HEALTH EDUCATION (CHE)

In 2009, at the request of the Ministry of Health, Peace Corps Cambodia 
expanded their activities by opening a Community Health Education 
project. The project’s purpose is to assist Cambodian individuals and 
communities, particularly women and children, to improve their overall 
health and well-being and increase their capacity to address health-
related issues. 

Volunteers work with health center staff, Village Health Volunteers, and 
schools to build the capacity of people to address their health needs. 
Volunteers conduct health education sessions at community health 
centers, conduct home visits, promote positive nutrition practices, teach 
ante/post natal checkups, immunizations, and family planning,  proper 
hand washing, diarrhea prevention and treatment, and appropriate 
treatment and storage of drinking water. 

SUCCESS OF CHE PROGRAM in 2016
 S 6,060 women received health education messages on importance 

of antenatal care and post-natal checkup, immunization, family 
planning, and delivery services.

 S 3,338 women are able to identify signs and symptoms indicating 
the need to seek immediate care during pregnancy.

 S 1,229 pregnant women received 4 antenatal visits during last 
pregnancy.

 S 7,802 community people can identify 3 or more critical times when 
they must wash their hands.

 S 1,560 community people have been trained to purify and properly 
store drinking water.

 S 3,454 caretakers identified one or more actions they can take to 
prevent malnutrition in their family.

 S 7,588 people were trained in child health and nutrition.
 S 5,055 children from 6-59 months old received a growth card and 

were weighed at least once over a 3 month period.
 S 4,830 people were educated on non-communicable diseases.
 S 1,349 people were educated on non-communicable disease risk 

factors related to tobacco use.
 S 2,274 people were able to identify ways to incorporate physical 

activity into their daily routine.
 S 4,406 people were educated on healthy diets.


